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VOLUNTEERS — GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE 
Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.50 pm]: I raise in this house the plight of grassroots organisations in 
our communities and their ongoing challenge to serve their neighbourhoods. People in the Mirrabooka 
electorate, while keen to actively pursue issues of concern in their local areas, are less able to commit to 
volunteering on committees because of family and work demands. Long working hours and busy lives have seen 
falling memberships for organisations such as the Balga Action Group Inc and the Nollamara–Westminster 
Action Group. Although the members that remain are committed, active, vocal and forceful advocates on behalf 
of their communities, they find it difficult to meet the restrictive requirements of the Associations Incorporation 
Act 1987. On 9 May 2013, the parliamentary secretary to the Minister for Commerce said in this house that the 
legislation to address rules that hinder our local community organisations would be debated in the September 
session of Parliament. Here we are in September and we are still waiting, after four years of no action. 
Organisations such as the Balga Action Group face discontinuance because of the requirements of the act. I have 
spoken on many occasions in this house about the good work of the leaders in our community and of people such 
as Alan Stafford, Cynthia Maton and Margaret Coyle. I have highlighted the work that they do to ensure not only 
the wellbeing and amenity of Balga, Westminster, Nollamara and Mirrabooka, but also the delivery of 
infrastructure to those areas. In the past, they have taken on the government and local councils to change the face 
of our suburbs, but they are now facing their biggest test, which is to continue to serve their community and meet 
the requirements of an act that does not serve their requirements. I call on the government to support volunteer 
organisations with all means possible, including not only changing the act because people want to take 
ownership of their neighbourhoods and communities, but also allowing organisations to respond to modern-day 
demands. To ensure the Mirrabooka electorate and other communities prosper, it is of paramount importance to 
make changes to the act and provide assistance through local government, especially as the Department of 
Commerce now includes the responsibility for communities. We need change for our communities and the Balga 
Action Group and the Nollamara–Westminster Action Group need support to continue servicing their 
communities. 
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